Chapter 3: Diplomatic Cargo and Diplomatic Pouches

A. Key Vocabulary

Term

Diplomatic cargo
Diplomatic pouch
(Diplomatic bag)
Embassy

Consulate

Diplomatic immunity
Vienna Convention on
Diplomatic Relations
Bill of Lading (BJ/L)
Packing List (Packaging
List)

Customs clearance

Seal
Consignee
Shipper

Freight forwarder

Manifest

Official correspondence

Exemption

Definition

Goods or materials transported for official use by an
embassy or consulate.

A sealed package used by diplomatic missions to send
official documents and items securely between countries.

The official residence or office of a country's ambassador
in another country.

A government office in a foreign country that provides
services to its citizens.

Legal protection that exempts diplomats from certain local
laws.

An international treaty (1961) that defines diplomatic
relations between independent countries.

A legal document issued by a carrier to acknowledge
receipt of cargo for shipment.

A document detailing the contents, weight, and
dimensions of each package in a shipment.

The process of getting permission from customs
authorities to import or export goods.

A security device placed on cargo to prevent tampering.
The person or organization receiving the shipment.
The person or organization sending the shipment.

A company that arranges transportation of goods on
behalf of a shipper.

A document listing all cargo carried on a ship, aircraft, or
vehicle.

Formal communication between governments or
diplomatic missions.

Freedom from certain rules or requirements



B. Understanding Diplomatic Cargo and Diplomatic Pouches

Diplomatic cargo refers to goods transported for official use by an embassy or
diplomatic mission. This may include office equipment, communication devices, official
documents, and cultural materials for events.

A diplomatic pouch (or diplomatic bag) is a special sealed container used to transport
official documents and materials securely between diplomatic missions and their home
government. According to the Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, diplomatic
pouches cannot be opened or detained by customs officials.

However, diplomatic cargo (large shipments) may still require documentation such as
a Bill of Lading and a Packing List, even if it is exempt from certain customs duties.

C. Process of Diplomatic Cargo Shipment

1: Identify Official Need

The embassy or consulate identifies the need for official materials such as
office equipment, cultural items, or communication devices.

2. Prepare the Goods

The shipper (usually a Ministry of Foreign Affairs or government office)
prepares the items for shipment. The goods are carefully packed to prevent damage.

3. Prepare Documentation
The following documents are prepared:
>Bill of Lading (B/L) — issued by the carrier as proof of shipment
>Packing List — lists the contents, weight, and number of packages
>Any official diplomatic note if required

4: Arrange Transportation

A freight forwarder or airline is contacted to arrange transportation by air, sea,
or land.

5: Shipment and Manifest Listing

The cargo is loaded onto the aircraft or ship and recorded in the cargo manifest.



6: Arrival at Destination Country
When the shipment arrives, customs authorities review the documents.
7: Customs Clearance
Although diplomatic cargo may receive special treatment, customs officials
still check documentation. The shipment may be exempt from taxes under the Vienna
Convention on Diplomatic Relations.

8: Delivery to Embassy

After clearance, the cargo is delivered to the embassy or consulate (the consignee).

D. Process of Diplomatic Pouch Transmission
Diplomatic pouches follow a more secure and protected process.
1: Prepare Official Documents

The embassy or foreign ministry prepares official correspondence, reports, or
sensitive materials.

2: Secure Packaging
The documents are placed inside a special diplomatic bag or container.
3: Sealing and Labeling

The pouch is officially sealed and clearly marked “Diplomatic Pouch.” It must
carry visible identification showing its diplomatic status.

4: Appointment of Diplomatic Courier

A diplomatic courier or authorized official is assigned to transport the pouch.
5: Transportation

The pouch is transported by air or other means to the destination country.
6: Protection from Inspection

According to international law, customs officials cannot open, detain, or
inspect the diplomatic pouch.



7: Delivery to Receiving Mission

The pouch is delivered directly to the embassy or Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
the receiving country.

E. Key Differences in the Process

Diplomatic Cargo Diplomatic Pouch
Large shipments Small sealed bag

Requires Bill of Lading and Packing List Does not require commercial cargo

documents
May undergo document inspection Cannot be opened or inspected
Used for equipment and materials Used mainly for official documents

F. Sample Scenario: Shipment to the Embassy

The Embassy of Japan in Thailand is preparing for a cultural exhibition. The
embassy needs to import traditional art displays, printed brochures, and electronic
equipment from Tokyo.

The shipper in Japan prepares the cargo.

A freight forwarder arranges air transport.

The airline issues a Bill of Lading.

The shipper prepares a Packing List describing each item.
The cargo arrives at Suvarnabhumi Airport.
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Thai customs officers review the documents. Because the shipment is
diplomatic cargo, it receives special treatment under the Vienna Convention.

At the same time, important official letters are sent separately through a
diplomatic pouch. The pouch is sealed and labeled clearly as “Diplomatic Pouch.”
Customs officials cannot open it.

This scenario shows the difference between:

Diplomatic cargo — larger shipments with documentation.

Diplomatic pouch — secure sealed packages with legal protection.



G. Exercises

Exercise 1: Vocabulary Matching

Instruction: Match the terms with the correct definitions.

A. Bill of Lading B. Consignee C. Diplomatic pouch
D. Freight forwarder E. Packing list
1. A document listing the contents of a shipment.
2. ___ The company arranges transport of goods.
3. ___ The official receiver of goods.
4. __ Alegal transport document issued by the carrier.
5. A sealed container used for official diplomatic communication.

Exercise 2: Fill in the Blanks
Instruction: Use the words below:
(diplomatic immunity, seal, customs clearance, consignee, manifest)

1. The cargo cannot be opened because it has an official

2. The embassy representative is the of the shipment.
3. Diplomatic staff enjoy in the host country.

4. All goods must appear on the cargo

5. The goods are waiting for at the airport.

Exercise 3: Short Answer Questions

1. What is the difference between diplomatic cargo and a diplomatic pouch?




2. Why can customs officers not open a diplomatic pouch?

3. Why is a Bill of Lading important in international trade?

Exercise 4: Role Play

Student A: Customs Officer
Student B: Embassy Representative

Create a short dialogue (8-10 lines) where:

e The embassy representative explains that the shipment is diplomatic cargo.
e The customs officer asks for the Bill of Lading and Packing List.

e Both discuss customs clearance politely.



SAMPLE BILL OF LADING

6100053934

THIS SAMPLE DOCUMENT I5 BEEFERENCED IN, AND APPLIES TO, SECTION 13 () OF THE

CONTRACT SPECIFICATIONS.
WBBCD Corporation
123 Any Ave, Yuma AZ
62009
Camier: XYZ Service Requested: Charges To: Bill to: 123456
Transportaticn, Inc
Fally Surface [Shipper
Priority Track |Consignes Date: 02-16-01
Standard Ground [Third Party
Shipper: ABCD Corporation Consignee:  Commonwealth of Pennsylvania
Sireet: 962 Blozsom Ave. Strest: 2221 Forster Sireet
ity/State Yuma, AF 12345 ity State: Hamisburg, PA 17105
Bill To: Commonwealth Of Pennzylvania Trailer Seal Mumber:
Attn: Transportation
2221 Forster Strest
Harmisburg, PA 17105
Pieces Palletz Description RSF WPO Weight
72 9 SAP Forms 4001234 1700
109 5 Rock Salt 40-58789 2600
181 14 4300
Shippers Signature: Date: Tirme:
Print Name: Received By:
WBBCD Corporation
123 Any Ave, Yuma AZ
62009
Camier: XYZ Service Requested: Charges To: Bill to: 123456
Transportation, Inc
Air Surface [Shipper
Priority Track |Consignes Date: 02-16-01
Standard Ground (Third Party
Shipper: ABCD Corporation Consignee:  Commenwealth of Pennsylvania
Sirest: 952 Blossom Awve, Street: 2221 Forster Sireet
City/State Yuma, AZ 12345 ity State: Hamizburg, PA 17105
Bill To: Commonwealth Of Pennzylvania Trailer Seal Number:
Attn: Transportation
2221 Forster Strest
Hamisburg, PA 17103
Pieces Palletz Description RSF WPO Weight
72 9 SAP Forms 40-01234 1700
109 2 Rock Salt 40-58789 2600
181 14 4300
Shippers Signature: Date: Tirme:

Print Name:

Received By:




PACKING LIST

Exporter Pages
lofl
Export Invoice Number & Date Bill of Lading Number
06 Jul 2022
Reference Buyer Reference
Consignee Buyer (If not Consignee)
Method of Dispatch Type of Shipment Country Of Origin of Goods Country of Final Destination
Vessel [ Aircraft Voyage Mo Packing Information
Port of Loading Date of Departure
Part of Discharge Final Destination
Product Code Description of Goods Unit Kind & No of Net Weight Gross Measuremen)|
Quantity Packages (Kg) Weight
(Kg) (m?)
Total This Page
Consignment Total
Additional Info Signatary Company

Name of Authorized Signatory

Signature
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